Laura Seurynck
Executive Director
Northeast Community Center

I want to send along my thanks to NECC for the youth basketball league in which my eight year old son Ryan O'Connor plays. I'm one of the coaches on his team as well.

Ryan is in his third year of NECC basketball. He has had such a wonderful experience through this program that your center provides for our community. Over his "career" at NECC, he has come to meet and interact with a diverse group of kids of various ages and abilities. He has learned about teamwork, meeting new friends from a wide range of schools, being a role model for younger kids and good sportsmanship. Last year, the entire league marched in the Junior Rose Parade, all proudly displaying their NECC shirts.

There are 28 teams this year. That works out to almost 300 kids, and well over 600 parents, grandparents, friends and family members who descend on your building each weekend. That's not to mention the various clinics and other classes that my son and his peers attend at NECC. I realize that your facility and other members have significant inconveniences from this number of visitors. Thanks for the patience you and your folks show us each week.

I hope that the positive publicity your basketball programs generate among the basketball families and in N.E. Portland help to compensate NECC for the tremendous benefits you provide with this service. The children who participate are learning wonderful life lessons and creating memories. They will remember NECC as the place it all happened as they grow into adulthood.

Thanks again for all the happiness you provide to our kids.

Jim O'Connor

